
Vincent Edward Tierney
September 12, 1930 - July 28, 2013

Quietly proud, very private and a strong man of integrity. Vincent Edward
Tierney was born September 12, 1930 in Weller, IA to William Joseph Tierney
and Marie Genevieve Barron Tierney. He was reared with a strong faith in
God, tremendous love for his country and with the love of his family always
around him. Vince, his brothers, Don and Bob and sister, Nan were a farm
family and he learned to work hard and play hard. A basketball player in high
school, he graduated from Melrose High School in 1948. After graduation, he
worked the wheat fields traveling from Texas through North Dakota. After
harvest he joined Van Houten Construction of Rapid City, SD and enjoyed the
adventures of a young man in the Dakotas. He joined the Navy in 1951 during
the Korean Conflict and fought valiantly as a Seabee in the Philippines, the
Alaskan Aleutian Islands and mainland Korea. 

After the service, Vince returned home to Iowa and once again swept Mary
Evelyn Sinclair off her feet and they were married on April 16, 1955. Vince and
Evie moved to the farm west of Melrose on the Bluegrass Road where they
farm and raised their family and live to this day. They welcomed Kimberly Ann
in 1956, Mary Elizabeth in 1957, Edwin Vincent in 1958, and David Andrew in
1962. During his careers, he was a master operator for Prather Bros
Construction and Bill Jeffries Construction of Russell, IA. He had an early
career in real estate with Star Realty in Des Moines, then joined Kaiser Ag
Chemical at the Melrose plant and retired from that company in 1994. He built



a barn and went to Ireland and then decided that retirement was not for Vince.
He resumed his real estate career with Iowa Realty and excelled in real estate
sales for 19 years until his retirement in 2012. 

 

He is survived by his wife, Evelyn. Daughter, Kim and husband David Keller of
Indianola and their children, Ann Tierney Keller, Emily and Seth Lampman and
daughter, Elliot, Meghan Keller and Peter Crall, John Keller and Kendra Core.
Daughter, Beth and her husband, Dr. John Cook of Van Wert, OH and their
children, Daniel and Stephanie Tong Cook, Shauna and Tony Steffee and
children, Daniel, Evan, Jonathan and Jacob; Joshua and Nikki Cook and
daughters, Kasia and Kiera and baby girl Cook due in September; and Nathan
and Mary Katherine Cook. Son, Ed and his wife Deborah of Indianola and
their children Kate and Ross Huff and Patrick Barron Tierney. Son, Dave and
his wife Carol of Ames and their children, Kristin Marie and Michael Kimber
and their son, Willis, Ryan William Tierney and Lauren Naeve. Vince is also
survived by a sister, Regina Ann Foster and her husband, Robert. 

He was preceded in death by his parents and brothers, Don and Bob. 
 

Vince was a 50 year member of the American Legion Richard F. Ward Post in
Melrose and was a Fourth Degree member of the Knights of Columbus,
Council #4167. He was a generous man and always had a ready hand to help
others. He liked to get to church early and loved his family. Vince has made
the circle and the crops are good and the grass is mowed. He passed away
on Sunday, July 28, 2013, in Des Moines, IA. 

 

A Mass of Christian Burial will be 10:30 a.m., Wednesday, July 31, 2013, at
St. Patrick's Catholic Church in Melrose, with Fr. Patrick Lumsden officiating
and Deacon Edwin Kamerick assisting. Vince will be laid to rest in Melrose on
ground donated from the family farm, at Mt. Calvary Cemetery, with military
rites provided by the American Legion Richard F. Ward Post in Melrose. 



Visitation will be 3-7 p.m., Tuesday, July 30, 2013, at St. Patrick's Catholic
Church in Melrose, with Vince's family present throughout the afternoon and
evening. A rosary will be led at 4 p.m. by the Knights of Columbus, Council
#4167, with a Christian wake service beginning at 7 p.m. 

Memorials may be made to St. Patrick's Catholic Church or to the American
Legion Richard F. Ward Post in Melrose.
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Jerry Lannon Jr. - Highland, IN - friend - April 02, 2014 at 12:00 AM

Mrs. Tierney. I'm just now hearing of Mr. Tierney's passing. This
comes as quite a shock. Just recently, Monica and I were sharing
with friends our trip to Melrose this past summer, and mentioned
how much we enjoyed seeing you and Mr. Tierney and talking about
my great-grandmother Mary Ann. May you be comforted by
wonderful memories and the companionship of friends and family.
Thanks to you and Mr. Tierney, our trip to Iowa was, again,
outstanding. May God Bless you and hold you. 

 Jerry Lannon Jr.

Jerry Lannon Jr. - Highland, IN - friend - April 02, 2014 at 12:00 AM

Mrs. Tierney. I'm just now hearing of Mr. Tierney's passing. This
comes as quite a shock. Just recently, Monica and I were sharing
with friends our trip to Melrose this past summer, and mentioned
how much we enjoyed seeing you and Mr. Tierney and talking about
my great-grandmother Mary Ann. May you be comforted by
wonderful memories and the companionship of friends and family.
Thanks to you and Mr. Tierney, our trip to Iowa was, again,
outstanding. May God Bless you and hold you.Jerry Lannon Jr.
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Barb Delaney - September 10, 2013 at 12:00 AM

Evie & Family -- 
  

My prayers & sympathies to you as you mourn the loss of Vince's
earthly presence. May you find comfort in the presence of his spirit
and in those around you that hold you both dear. I believe he was a
wonderful man on earth and is now a wonderful spirit that has
transcended this earth. Steve and I though a lot of Vince.

Amanda and Walter Betz - Jacksonville, FL - August 05, 2013 at 12:00 AM

We will keep your family in our prayers during this difficult time. May
your memories bring you comfort in times of sadness. God Bless! 

  
Sincerely, 

 Your Neighbors in Florida

Kathleen McDonald Hull - Classmate to Kim - August 05, 2013 at 12:00 AM

Kim, 
 My sincere condolences to you and your family. My Dad passed on

the 31st just a couple of days after yours. Remember daughters will
always be Daddy's little girl forever.

Bernard Judge - California City, CA - Family Friend - August 03, 2013 at 12:00
AM

My sincere condolences to Evelyn and family.
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Mary Margaret (O'Brien) Wood - Sunnyvale, CA - Cousin - July 31, 2013 at 12:00
AM

Evie and family,When I rec'd the obituary from my O'Brien cousin
John O'Brien all I could think of was the way Vince Ed had of tiling
his head and the grin of his.I know how much you will miss him and
my thoughts and preys are with you.And you were correct my son
Mike and I needed to get back to see you all last year.Mary

Mary Margaret (O'Brien) Wood - Sunnyvale, CA - Cousin - July 31, 2013 at 12:00
AM

Evie and family, 
  

When I rec'd the obituary from my O'Brien cousin John O'Brien all I
could think of was the way Vince Ed had of tiling his head and the
grin of his. 

  
I know how much you will miss him and my thoughts and preys are
with you. 

  
And you were correct my son Mike and I needed to get back to see
you all last year. 

  
Mary

Tom Ryan - Huntsville, AL - Former Neighbor - July 31, 2013 at 12:00 AM

I always admired Vince's strength, character, and friendly
demeanor. He always had a deep smile and a kind word to say
everytime he passed our farm.
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Steve steenhoek - July 30, 2013 at 12:00 AM

Ed and family 
 Sorry for your loss of your family member. The physical loss is

painful 
but knowing where your father will permanently reside will offer
some comfort 

  
Steve steenhoek

Olivia Otdoerfer - Albia, IA - family friend - July 30, 2013 at 12:00 AM

What a sad time for each of you as you say "so long" to your Vince,
your Bopi. While I was not of a time to truly know Vince, I am
blessed to be friends with his family -- his children and their
children. Please realize, it is through each of you that I feel I do
know your gem of a father and grandpa. I've been welcomed into
your homes and shared in your company many of times; and it is
through each of these times I've recognized the heart of Vince &
Evelyn Tierney -- so wholesome and warm! This, my friends, is a
true testament to the father (and mother) God has granted you. You
are Vince's legacy and what a grand one you are at that! He must
be so proud. 
 
Much love, Olivia (Crall) Otdoerfer

Sue Ruth from Hy-Vee - IA - July 30, 2013 at 12:00 AM

Ed, so sorry to hear of the loss of your father. I will keep you and
your family in my prayers and may God keep you in his arms during
this time.
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Sally Ripperger See - July 30, 2013 at 12:00 AM

Evelyn and family; so sorry to hear of your loss. My prayers and
thoughts 

 are with you at this time.

Vicki Irving Westerly - Indianola, IA - friend - July 30, 2013 at 12:00 AM

to all the Tierneys: I am so sorry for your loss of Vince. My thoughts
and prayers are with you today and always. I know how important
family is to you and know you will draw from each others' strengths
in the days to come. I will be thinking of you during visitation, but
unfortunately I am out of town and unable to attend. Vicki

Pam Zimmerman - Indianola, IA - friends - July 30, 2013 at 12:00 AM

To our Indianola friends and Evie- 
  

We were saddened to hear of the loss of your husband, father,
father-in-law and grandpa. Our thoughts are with you and may your
memories be blessed. 

  
Your friends, 

 Pam and Cole
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Dennis & Marilyn Roach - Peoria, IL - friend - July 30, 2013 at 12:00 AM

Evelyn and family 
  

We are so sorry to hear of Vince's passing. He was always such a
strong, up 

  
right statue of a man in the Melrose community. He will be missed
by all. 

  
Dennis & Marilyn Roach

Dennis & Marilyn Roach - Peoria, IL - friend - July 30, 2013 at 12:00 AM

Evelyn and familyWe are so sorry to hear of Vince's passing. He
was always such a strong, upright statue of a man in the Melrose
community. He will be missed by all.Dennis & Marilyn Roach

Martha Ripperger Hawkins - Cedar Rapids , IA - friend - July 29, 2013 at 12:00
AM

Evelyn and family, my condolences and prayers for you in this time
of your most precious loss, Thoughts and prayers for you...Marti
Hawkins
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John & Darlene Hannam O'Brien - Decatur, IL - Friend - July 29, 2013 at 12:00
AM

Evelyn & Family, 
  

We were so sorry to hear of Vince's passing. You have our deepest
sympathy. We will keep the family in our prayers. We were so
pleased to have seen you and some of the family in Melrose over
the 4th of July and visiting with you. Was such a lovely day. A good
memory.


