Raymond "Ray" Edward Reed

October 13, 1932 - December 16, 2020

Raymond Edward “Ray” Reed, age 88, of Albia, passed away on Wednesday,
December 16, 2020, at his home in Albia under the care of EveryStep
Hospice and surrounded by his family.

Ray was born on October 13, 1932, to Robert “Tobe” and Signe (Carlson)
Reed at home in Monroe County, lowa. To this union, four children were born;
Robert, Raymond, David, and Nellie. When Signe passed away in 1938, Tobe
married Elsie Carlson and they had three children; Ronald, Terry, and Randy.
Ray grew up and attended Albia High School graduating with the class of
1951.

Following high school, Ray worked for lowa Road Builders before going to
serve his country in the United States Army from 1953 until he was honorably
discharged in 1955. Upon returning home, Ray worked various construction
jobs. He then was the supervisor at the Standard Gas Station in Albia. Ray
loved construction work so it was fitting for him to return to it by working at the
Monroe County Highway Department driving a truck and then leaving to work
at Albia Construction, which later became Reed Construction. Ray retired
from Reed Construction in 2010. After retirement, Ray could not be kept away
from his love for construction for long because he continued to work by
helping with snow removal and running the skid loader for Reed Excavation.



Ray was a member of the First Christian Church in Albia, a 50 year member
of the American Legion, a charter member of the Eagles Club where he
served multiple terms as President, and the Southern lowa Vintage Tractor
Club. He enjoyed being outdoors, collecting vintage tractors (his favorite being
his 1939 Farmall B), attending vintage tractor shows, rides, and parades,
collecting musical Santas, playing cards with his brothers and grandchildren,
and going to the casino to play the slot machines. Ray’s true joy in life was
spending time with his family, especially his grandchildren.

Ray is survived by his wife of 62 years Pat; 4 children, Jim (Rhonda) Reed of
Des Moines, Jeany (Don) Marlin of Albia, Roger (Sandra) Reed of Albia, and
Velma (Gene) Furlin of Newton; 14 grandchildren, Scott (Ronda) Reed, Amy
(J.P.) Channels, Tony (Cat) Furlin, Eric (Hettie) Lahart, Troy Furlin, Craig
(Kerra) Lahart, Kelly (Ariel) Reed, Tara (Dan) Sisler, Tyler Furlin, Chad
Meinsma, Kerry Reed, Kasey (Lea Kunkel) Reed, Marissa Reed, and Ethan
Reed; 20 great-grandchildren; 2 brothers, Terry (Carol) Reed and Randy
(Penny) Reed; as well as a sister-in-law, Sharon Reed. Ray is also survived
by many nieces, nephews, cousins and good friends.

Ray was preceded in death by his parents, Tobe and Signe Reed; his step-
mother, Elsie Reed; 3 brothers, Robert Reed, David Reed, and Ronald Reed;
as well as a sister, Nellie Osborn; a brother-in-law, Ramon Osborn; a sister-in-
law, Jo’an Reed; and a special nephew Jeff Reed.

Visitation will be held from 12:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. on Sunday, December 20,
2020 at Tharp Funeral Home in Albia with Ray’s family present from 4:00 p.m.
until 8:00 p.m. to greet family and friends.

Funeral Services will be held at 10:30 a.m., Monday, December 21, 2020 at
the First Christian Church in Albia, with Pastor Arlene Johnson and Pastor
Lynda Carlson co-officiating. Burial with military honors provided by the



American Legion of Albia, Melrose and Lovilia will follow services at Highland
Cemetery in Eddyville. Due to the most recent proclamation and enhanced
public health measures for the state of lowa, masks will be mandatory for
those in attendance over the age of 2 for both visitation and the funeral
service.

A memorial has been established to the Welcome Home Soldier Memorial.



Previous Events
Visitation

DEC 20. 12:00 PM - 8:00 PM (CT)

Tharp Funeral Home
116 Benton Ave.

Albia, IA 52531

(641) 932-3129
https://www.tharpfh.com/

Funeral Service

DEC 21. 10:30 AM (CT)

First Christian Church
203 Washington Ave East
Albia, IA 52531


https://www.tharpfh.com/

Tribute Wall

Raymond "Ray" Edward Reed

January 30, 2023 at 05:06 AM

Raymond "Ray" Edward Reed

January 30, 2023 at 02:53 AM

Linda Covey lit a candle in memory of ]

Raymond "Ray" Edward Reed

Linda Covey - December 19, 2020 at 07:18 AM

Pat and kids,

I’'m so sorry to learn of Ray passing. | always thought the world of
him and you all are in my prayers.

Doug Evans

Doug Evans - December 18, 2020 at 02:57 PM

Pat and family we are so very sorry to hear of "
your loss. It was so good to see him at family

reunions , Ray always had a smile. You are |
all in our Thoughts and Prayers. Rest In u
Peace Ray

DeAnne & Jerry Purvis JJ\, - December 17, 2020 at 06:41 PM



We are so sad to hear of Ray’s passing. |
Reeds were lifelong friends!! Hugs and

Prayers to to all

Brad and Terri

Terri Sinclair - December 17, 2020 at 06:34 PM

Mary Havens Chidester lit a candle in 1
memory of Raymond "Ray" Edward Reed

Mary Havens Chidester - December 17, 2020 at 06:30 PM

Carol Reed lit a candle in memory of "
Raymond "Ray" Edward Reed

Carol Reed - December 17, 2020 at 05:27 PM

Sorry for the loss. Love this family and will be sending Prayers for all.
Judi Johnson - December 17, 2020 at 06:42 PM

Our deepest sympathy to the Reed family in the loss of your loved one!
Love and prayers, Ed and Cheryl Scieszinski

Cheryl A Scieszinski - December 18, 2020 at 01:22 AM



So sorry for your loss. Prayers for all of you.

Sharon Stuchel - December 18, 2020 at 01:50 PM

Our deepest sympathy to the Reed Family in the loss of Ray. Ray and
Pat were Braun's neighbors for many years and will be missed. Naomi
Braun and Bill Sinclair

Naomi Braun - December 19, 2020 at 11:31 AM



