
Michael "Mike" K. Freshwater
October 28, 1943 - November 11, 2021

Michael “Mike” K. Freshwater, age 78 , of Albia, IA, passed away on Thursday,
November 11, 2021, at his home surrounded by his loved ones. 

 

Mike was born on October 28, 1943, to Marion K. and Wilma (Neely)
Freshwater in Alliance, Ohio. Mike grew up attending school and graduated
from the Albia High School with the Class of 1961. In 1966, Mike was united in
marriage to Mary Ann Ciska and to this union, 4 children, were born, John,
Michelle, Jennifer, and Michael. Mike and Mary Ann later divorced. On May
19, 2006, he was united in marriage to Rita Porterfield in Unionville, MO. 

 

Mike worked at Maloney’s in Albia before going to work for the Iowa State
Highway Commission. He also worked at Gibson’s Discount Center and
Hormel before lastly going to work for the Monroe County Secondary Roads
Department, where he worked for 26 years until his retirement in 2005. 

 

Mike was a former member of the Hospital Board of Trustees, serving for 25
years. He was a past President and coach of the Monroe County Little Girls
softball league. He coached the Albia Babe Ruth Royals for a total of 19
years, 15 of those years with his good friend, John Cardenzana, while also
serving those 19 years on the Rathbun Babe Ruth Board of Directors. Mike
enjoyed going to the races with the boys and Tom Romanco, attending car
shows with Joe Nucko, and attending his children’s and grandchildren’s



sporting events, either as coach or spectator. Mike’s family was everything to
him and he cherished the time he spent with his children and grandchildren,
as well as his wife, Rita, who was also his best friend. 

 

Mike is survived by his wife, Rita of Albia; 4 children, John (Pam) Freshwater
of Albia, Michelle (Todd) Mihalovich of Centerville, Jenny (Kelly) Romanco of
Albia, and Michael (Sherry) Freshwater of Moulton; 2 stepdaughters, Alicia
Sivelle of Killeen, TX and Stacey (Rick) Bretches of Ephrata, Washington; 10
grandchildren, Colton Mihalovich, Shaelynn Freshwater, Ryan Romanco,
Hannah Romanco, Bret Freshwater, Creighton Mihalovich, Macey (Chad)
Lathrop, Carly Mihalovich, Andrew Wright, and Ann Marie Freshwater; 3 step
grandchildren, Zackary Sivelle, Bryan Sivelle, and Joey Erwin; and his
siblings, Gary (Renee) Freshwater of Albia, Carolyn Miller of Alliance, OH,
and Patty VanWeelden of Albia. Mike is also survived by several in-laws,
nieces, nephews, good friends, and his dog, Mac. 

 

He was preceded in death by his parents, Marion K. and Wilma Freshwater;
and brothers-in-law, Don Miller and John VanWeelden. 

 

Visitation will be held from 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. on Tuesday, November 16,
2021, at the Tharp Funeral Home in Albia, with Mike’s family present to greet
family and friends. 

 

A memorial service will be held at 1:00 p.m. on Tuesday, November 16, 2021,
at the Tharp Funeral Home in Albia with Father Mark Yates, C.PP. S.
officiating. Burial will follow services at Oak View Cemetery in Albia. 

 

In lieu of flowers, an open memorial has been established to the family.



Cemetery Details

Oak View Cemetery

602 2nd Ave.
Albia, IA 52531

Previous Events

Visitation

NOV 16. 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM (CT)

Tharp Funeral Home
116 Benton Ave.
Albia, IA 52531
(641) 932-3129
https://www.tharpfh.com/

Memorial Service

NOV 16. 1:00 PM (CT)

Tharp Funeral Home
116 Benton Ave.
Albia, IA 52531
(641) 932-3129
https://www.tharpfh.com/

https://www.tharpfh.com/
https://www.tharpfh.com/
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January 30, 2023 at 05:06 AM

Michael "Mike" K. Freshwater

January 30, 2023 at 02:53 AM

Michael "Mike" K. Freshwater

Keith Porterfield - November 16, 2021 at 12:38 PM

I’ll see you there Brother, have the grill ready.
Thank You Mike

November 15, 2021 at 05:29 PM

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the
family of Michael "Mike" K. Freshwater.

https://www.tharpfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.tharpfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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November 14, 2021 at 03:17 PM

Rose Remembrance was purchased for the
family of Michael "Mike" K. Freshwater.

Cheryl Scieszinski - November 13, 2021 at 07:17 PM

Our deepest sympathy to the Freshwater family in the loss of their
loved one! 

 Love and prayers, Ed and Cheryl Scieszinski

Nancy Craig - November 13, 2021 at 06:12 PM

Our prayers are with all of the family at this very sad time. My
cousin Mike was so special and loved by so many, and will be
deeply missed. I am so glad that we had corresponded recently and
were able to reconnect and to share our family memories. Love and
prayers, Nancy and Jim

ED MCGINN - November 12, 2021 at 08:07 PM

ED MCGINN lit a candle in memory of
Michael "Mike" K. Freshwater

https://www.tharpfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1429&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.tharpfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1429&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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MAX COX - November 12, 2021 at 07:34 PM

I HAVE MANY GREAT MEMORIES OF
WORKING WITH MIKE AT THE COUNTY
FOR 20 YEARS. IT WAS ALWAYS A
PLEASURE FOR SURE. RIP MY FRIEND,
WE WILL MEET ON THE OTHER SIDE.

JERRY POWER - November 12, 2021 at 04:47 PM

Our condolences to all of the family! Got to know Mike through Babe
Ruth Baseball and found him to be a genuine great person. I
haven't seen him for a while, but he stopped by the house one
evening with that beautiful '57 Chevy a few years ago!! 

 May he REST IN PEACE!!


