
Marvin "Mike" Eugene Kness
April 4, 1922 - October 6, 2018

Marvin “Mike” Eugene Kness, age 96, of Albia, passed away on October 6,
2018, at the Monroe County Hospital in Albia, surrounded by his loved ones. 

 

Marvin was born on April 3, 1922 to A.E. and Bessie (Anderson) Kness in
Audubon County, Iowa. He grew up and attended the Audubon High School
graduating in 1941. After high school, Marvin joined the United States Army
and was a member of the 1st and 4th Army Ranger Battalions and served his
country during World War II in North Africa and Italy. He was very proud of his
military service. On August 12, 1944 he was united in marriage to Phyllis
Kauffman in Macon, Georgia. To this union 5 children were born, Kenneth,
Julie, Jo, Kerry and Kevin. They shared over 45 years of marriage together
until Phyllis’s passing on January 11, 1990. On February 12, 1992 Marvin
married Marilyn Wimer-Mitchell in Florida. 

 

Upon returning home in 1945, he moved to Albia with his father and brothers
and started Kness Manufacturing where he worked until retiring in 1985. He
was a member of the American Legion and the Masonic Lodge. Marvin was a
past member of the Albia Community School Board and served as President.
He was inducted into the Albia Hall of Fame in 1991. He enjoyed golfing,
hunting, fishing, and being outdoors. Above all, he enjoyed spending time with
his family and friends. 

 



Marvin is survived by his wife, Marilyn Kness of Albia; his children, Kenneth
(Merrilyn) Kness of Sun City West, AZ, Julie Stafford of Albia, Jo (Ray)
VanderVelden of Indianola, IA, Kerry (Rhonda) Kness of Norwalk, IA, and
Kevin (Rhonda) Kness of Albia; his step-daughters, Marilee (Mike) Scieszinski
of Albia and Marianne (Phil) Crall of Des Moines, IA. 19 grandchildren, 32
great grandchildren and 4 great-great grandchildren. Marvin is also survived
by many nieces and nephews. 

 

He is preceded in death by his parents, A.E. and Bessie Kness, his first wife,
Phyllis Kness, his siblings, Nona Brown, Vera Alpers, Lester Kness, Wilma
Mace, and Arnold Kness and two son-in-laws, Thomas Stafford and Jerry
Archibald. 

 

Visitation will be held from 1:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. on Thursday, October 11,
2018, at the Tharp Funeral Home in Albia with Marvin’s family present from
4:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. to greet family and friends. 

 

Funeral services will be held at 10:30 a.m. on Friday, October 12, 2018, at the
Trinity United Methodist Church in Albia, with Pastor Richard Grimes and
Roger Henry officiating. Military honors provided by the American Legion of
Albia, Lovilia and Melrose will follow services at the church. A private family
burial will take place at a later date in Audubon, IA. 

 

A memorial established by the family to be determined at a later date.



Previous Events

Visitation

OCT 11. 1:00 PM - 8:00 PM (CT)

Tharp Funeral Home
116 Benton Ave.
Albia, IA 52531
(641) 932-3129
https://www.tharpfh.com/

Funeral Service

OCT 12. 10:30 AM (CT)

Trinity United Methodist Church
1117 Benton Ave East
Albia, IA 52531

https://www.tharpfh.com/
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January 30, 2023 at 05:06 AM

Marvin "Mike" Eugene Kness

January 30, 2023 at 02:53 AM

Marvin "Mike" Eugene Kness

October 10, 2018 at 10:56 PM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
Marvin "Mike" Eugene Kness.

October 10, 2018 at 05:08 PM

Pretty Please was purchased for the family of
Marvin "Mike" Eugene Kness.

https://www.tharpfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.tharpfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.tharpfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4375&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.tharpfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4375&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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October 10, 2018 at 02:43 PM

Small Garden Dish was purchased for the family
of Marvin "Mike" Eugene Kness.

October 10, 2018 at 10:31 AM

Simply Chic Mixed Plant Basket was purchased
for the family of Marvin "Mike" Eugene Kness.

October 09, 2018 at 11:56 AM

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for
the family of Marvin "Mike" Eugene Kness.

October 08, 2018 at 10:11 PM

Crystal Cross Bouquet was purchased for the
family of Marvin "Mike" Eugene Kness.

https://www.tharpfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1416&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.tharpfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1416&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.tharpfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4408&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.tharpfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4408&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.tharpfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.tharpfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.tharpfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4351&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.tharpfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4351&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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October 08, 2018 at 05:41 PM

Serene Retreat was purchased for the family of
Marvin "Mike" Eugene Kness.

Leonard and Betty Bonker - October 08, 2018 at 08:35 AM

Our hearts go out to Marilyn and all his
children. He lived a long, full life and served
the community well. Prayers and God bless
each of you! Leonard and Betty Bonker

glenn and jenni yenger - October 07, 2018 at 08:45 PM

What a great life he lived and what a great family he raised! We
send our love and sympathy to you all. Glenn and Jenni Yenger

Andy Simmons - October 07, 2018 at 08:35 PM

Wow! Our Family has known Mike for so many years. Back in the
day my parents Cap & Bonita Simmons spent many wonderful times
together with Mike & Phyllis on the Golf course and such. I played
golf with Kevin throughout my early years at the the Albia Golf &
Country Club. Mike was a Genuine friend and a perfect Gentleman.
We have lost a Treasure. My thoughts are with the Kness family
during this time. May Godspeed and bless his soul. His Journey
continues... Until we meet again... R.I.P

https://www.tharpfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1476&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.tharpfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1476&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

