
John Philip O'Brien
December 26, 1937 - November 12, 2025

John Philip O’Brien, age 87, passed away peacefully to be with his Savior on
November 12, 2025. His wife Darlene and two of his daughters, Karol and
Margaret, comforted and prayed with him at the time of his passing at St.
John’s Hospital in Springfield Illinois. 

 

John was born December 26, 1937 in Melrose Iowa. The eldest of four
children to Philip John O’Brien and Margaret Jerome O’Brien (Carmody). He
attended Melrose Elementary School and Melrose High School. He earned a
Bachelor of Science in Electrical Engineering (BSEE) at Iowa State University.
He was a lifelong student and loved learning. Over the years he earned
advanced degrees at the University of Illinois, Illinois State University, Millikin
University, Sangamon State University and Richland Community College. He
began his Engineering career at Illinois Power Company and worked in a
variety of technical, managerial and consulting roles until he retired. John was
instrumental in the development and startup of the nuclear power-plant in
Clinton Illinois and consulted on other nuclear plants throughout the United
States and Canada. 

 

In addition to his work, John enjoyed reading, collecting books, Ham Radio
and tracing his family history through genealogy research. He and Darlene
spent many years wintering in south Texas where he got involved with city
council, and helped publish and update the park’s website. He loved spending



time with his grandchildren, playing games, reading books, and sharing his
sense of humor. He lovingly left his mark on his whole family. 

 

John is survived by his wife Kathryn Darlene O’Brien (Hannam), daughters
Karol (Punit) Kalra, Susan Smith, Margaret Aman, and son Daniel (Danielle)
O’Brien. Also surviving are 11 Grandchildren and 18 Great Grandchildren as
well as his sister Patricia Ross. 

 

He was preceded in death by his daughter Catherine Elizabeth O’Brien, one
grandchild Christopher Aman, his parents Philip and Margaret (Carmody)
O’Brien and his brothers Bob and Dave O’Brien. 

 

John is now at rest in the presence of Our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Visitation will be held from 9:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m. on Wednesday, November 19,
2025, at St. Patrick’s Catholic Church in Melrose, IA, with John’s family
present to greet family and friends. 

 

A Mass of Christian Burial will be held at 11:00 a.m. on Wednesday,
November 19, 2025, at St. Patrick’s Catholic Church in Melrose, IA, with
Father Ron Hodges officiating. Burial will follow services at Mt. Calvary
Cemetery in Melrose. 

 

In lieu of flowers, memorials have been established to St. Patrick’s Catholic
Church or Mt. Calvary Cemetery in Melrose.



Cemetery Details

Mt. Calvary Cemetery

Melrose, IA

Previous Events

Visitation

NOV 19. 9:00 AM - 11:00 AM (CT)

St. Patrick's Catholic Church
200 Trinity Ave,
Melrose, IA

Mass of Christian Burial

NOV 19. 11:00 AM (CT)

St. Patrick's Catholic Church
200 Trinity Ave,
Melrose, IA
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Your Socomore Family - November 18, 2025 at 11:16 AM

Your Socomore Family purchased the Beautiful in
Blue for the family of John Philip O'Brien.

Wyatt, Casey and Wade McCausland - November 18, 2025 at
10:26 AM

Wyatt, Casey and Wade McCausland purchased
the Gracious Lavender Basket for the family of
John Philip O'Brien.

Wyatt, Casey and Wade McCausland - November 18, 2025 at 10:26 AM

Wyatt, Casey and Wade McCausland planted a <a
href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in
honor of John Philip O'Brien.

https://www.tharpfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.tharpfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.tharpfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.tharpfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1455&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.tharpfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1455&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Linda Silverio - November 17, 2025 at 06:17 PM

While I never “met” John in person, even though a neighbor to his
family, we lived “up the road” (he was older), I exchanged many
many emails with him, and he was a font of information and very
very gracious in sharing the genealogical information that he had
with the Melrose community. So feel like I did meet him and have a
connection. I did notice his absence in sending out emails, and did
miss him. Prayers for his family and friends.

November 17, 2025 at 06:05 PM

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of
John Philip O'Brien.

Marcy O. - November 17, 2025 at 06:05 PM

Marcy O. planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of John Philip
O'Brien.

Patty Ann, Erin and Hugh Ross - November 17, 2025 at 04:59
PM

Patty Ann, Erin and Hugh Ross purchased the La
vender Reflections Spray for the family of John
Philip O'Brien.

https://www.tharpfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.tharpfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.tharpfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4322&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.tharpfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4322&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.tharpfh.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4322&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Patty Ann, Erin and Hugh Ross - November 17, 2025 at 04:59 PM

Patty Ann, Erin and Hugh Ross planted a <a
href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in
honor of John Philip O'Brien.

Brenda Ryan - November 17, 2025 at 03:54 PM

John was a very kind Uncle, loved hearing him talk about family
history. When I say Uncle John to his nephew Mike he’d say who?
Mike always new him as Phil. Will miss the family calendar. Rest in
peace.


