James Dale Gillen
September 27, 1954 - September 6, 2021

James “Jim” Dale Gillen, age 67, of Zeeland, MI, passed away on September 6, 2021, at
his home.

Jim was born on September 27, 1954, at the Albia Hospital to Chester A. Sr. and Margaret
Louise (Forney) Gillen. He attended one year of country school at Williamson #1 before
attending Moravia schools and graduating from the Moravia High School with the Class of
1972. He was united in marriage to Cathy at the Christian Church in Blakesburg, IA.

Jim worked in factories the maijority of his adult life, most recently roll forming auto parts.
He was also an over the road truck driver at one time. In his younger years, Jim was
active in the FFA. He enjoyed riding motorcycles, being outdoors, and gardening. He also
enjoyed wood turning, making bowls and other items. Jim enjoyed spending time with his
family and friends, especially his nieces and nephews.

Jim is survived by 3 siblings, Judy (Edward) Richards of Ottumwa, IA, Chester Gillen Jr. of
Blakesburg, IA, and Jerry Gillen of Ottumwa, IA. Jim is also survived by several nieces,
nephews, cousins, and good friends.

Jim is preceded in death by his wife, Cathy; his parents, Chester and Margaret; and a
brother, John Gillen.

Visitation will be held from 9:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m. on Saturday, October 2, 2021, at the
Tharp Funeral Home in Albia, with Jim’s family present to greet family and friends.

A memorial service will be held at 11:00 a.m. on Saturday, October 2, 2021, at the Tharp
Funeral Home in Albia, with Pastor Chris Harris officiating. A private family burial will be

held at a later date.

A memorial has been established to the Blakesburg Cemetery in Blakesburg, lowa.



Previous Events
Visitation

OCT 2. 9:00 AM - 11:00 AM (CT)

Tharp Funeral Home
116 Benton Ave.

Albia, IA 52531

(641) 932-3129
https://www.tharpfh.com/

Memorial Service

OCT 2. 11:00 AM (CT)

Tharp Funeral Home
116 Benton Ave.

Albia, IA 52531

(641) 932-3129
https://www.tharpfh.com/
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Tribute Wall

James Dale Gillen

January 30, 2023 at 05:06 AM

James Dale Gillen

January 30, 2023 at 02:53 AM
I remember Jim and John putting up hay for my parents when | was young. | also
remember going to Chet and Margie's for games and ice cream.

Rebekah Talbert Dale - September 28, 2021 at 02:14 PM



