
Grace L. Sample
January 29, 1925 - January 29, 2016

Grace L. Sample, 91, of Albia passed away January 29, 2016, at the Monroe
Care Center in Albia. 

 

She was born to George and May (Tyrrel) Gray on September 28, 1924 at
home in rural Marion County. She grew up and attended school in Blakesburg.
On August 9, 1941 she was united in marriage to Wayne Sample Sr. To this
union 6 children were born, Judith, Wayne Jr., Gary, Joyce, David, and Guy.
They shared over 50 years of marriage together before Wayne's passing on
March 3, 1995. 

 

Grace was a homemaker for most of her working life but helped Wayne Sr.
with managing Curfew Acres Mobile Home Park and Sales. She was an
author and had written over 50 short stories, a few of which were featured in
Women's World and Readers Digest. She also had 2 of her novels published.
She was a member of the First Christian Church in Albia for over 40 years and
was very active in the women's church group. Grace had a strong relationship
with Jesus. She was very artistic, a talented painter, and was an excellent
cook, specifically her dinner rolls. Her greatest joy in life was spending time
with her family, friends, and especially her grandchildren. 

 

She is survived by her children, Judy (Dave) MacKenzie of Ottumwa, Wayne
"Lee" Jr. (Linda) Sample of Albia, Gary (Twila) Sample of Albia, Joyce (John)



Smithberg of Albia, and David (Rachel) Sample of Albia; a daughter-in-law,
Sheila Sample; 18 grandchildren; 41 great-grandchildren; and 6 great-great-
grandchildren. Grace is also survived by 2 sisters-in-law, Opal (Kenny) Huber
of Albia and Naomi Sample of Tennessee; a brother-in-law, Albert Sample and
numerous nieces and nephews. 

 

She was preceded in death by her parents,George and May; her husband,
Wayne Sample Sr.; a son Guy Sample Sr.; a great-grandchild, William Beach;
her sisters, Berniece Hartman, Pearl Campbell, Elsie Kephart, Dorothy
Dorothy, Goldie Volpi and a brother, Floyd Gray. 

 

Visitation will be held from 12:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. on Sunday, January 31,
2016 at the Tharp Funeral Home with Grace's family will be present
throughout the day and evening. 

 

Funeral services will be held Monday, February 1, 2016 at 10:30 a.m. at the
First Christian Church in Albia with pastor Richard Grimes officiating. Burial
will be in the Service Chapel Cemetery North of Albia. 

Memorials may be made to the First Christian Church in Albia. 
 

Condolences may be left for the family at www.tharpfh.com.
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gina williams - ackworth, IA - Friend - February 01, 2016 at 12:00 AM

I am so sorry for your loss. Keeping you and your. Family in my
thoughts and prayers Lee and Linda.H

Marla Bronson - Albia - Friend - February 01, 2016 at 12:00 AM

So sorry for your loss. Grace was a wonderful person who has left
her mark on many lives. God Bless!

Sheila L Sample - Albia, IA - Family - February 01, 2016 at 12:00 AM

Leave a condolence or a memory.

Carol Hannam Cosgrove - Albia, IA - Friend - January 31, 2016 at 12:00 AM

Grace was someone I wished that I would have known better. What
a talented lady! My sympathy to her family, thoughts and prayers to
you all....
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Sarah Hindman - Albia, IA - Friend - January 31, 2016 at 12:00 AM

Grace, Wayne & children were neighbors and good friends. Sad to
learn of Grace passing. Thoughts & prayers with you. Sarah
Hindman

Dianne Davis - Albia, IA - Friend - January 30, 2016 at 12:00 AM

Grace was such a happy soul. Her laugh could warm your heart.
She certainly earned her place in heaven many times over!

Kassi - Chariton , IA - Friend - January 30, 2016 at 12:00 AM

You will be truly missed sorry for your loss

Carolyn Hickenbottom - Libertyville, IA - Coworker - January 30, 2016 at 12:00
AM

Judy, 
I was sorry to read of your Mother's passing. It brought back good
memories of living at Valley Village, working at John Deere and
meeting you. I met your mother at the office of Valley Village. I could
tell she was a pretty sharp lady, I did not realize she was such a
prolific writer. 
Please accept my sincere sympathies for you and your whole
family. 
Carolyn Hickenbottom

Larry & Phyllis Whitson - Albia - Friend - January 29, 2016 at 12:00 AM

So sorry to hear about Grace passing. Loved all of her books that
shewrote. Prayers to the family.Larry & Phyllis
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Nichole Wells - Centerville , IA - Friend - January 29, 2016 at 12:00 AM

I took care of Grace at Mcc. She was definitely more of a friend to
me than a patient. I will never forget her, prayers to the family. Love
and miss you Grace.

Larry & Phyllis Whitson - Albia - Friend - January 29, 2016 at 12:00 AM

So sorry to hear about Grace passing. Loved all of her books that
she 

 wrote. Prayers to the family. 
  

Larry & Phyllis


